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AM C S Bulletin 4 is now available. Entitled "Studies on the
Cavernicole Fauna of Mexico," it is edited by James
JaITles R. Reddell and
Robert W. Mitchell. Price is $8.00.
Latest on La Gruta del Palmito:
PalITlito: The cave has been commercialized.
cOITlITlercialized.
Lights have been strung to the Cathedral Room.
ROOITl. One still has to hike
up to the cave after buying tickets at Palacio Municipal, which are
5 pesos each for groups under 10 and 3 pesos each for larger groups.
Also, 10 peso s for lights.
AMCS ITleITlber
member s have just located, explored, and surveyed a new cave
named,
naITled, "El Satano".
Sotario ". Located in Queretaro, the entrance to the pit
ITleasures
measures 700 ft
It by 1400 ft and tapers toward the bottoITl,
bottom, which ITleasmeasures 350 ft by 700 ft. The drop from
froITl the north edge, the only suitable
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area for rigging, was accurately measured to be 1345 ft (410 m). No
other cave drop in the world is presently known to be greater. Complete details will be forthcoming in an AMCS Cave Report Series.
The first issue of the Cave Report Series, Sotanito de Ahuacatlan,
Ahua catIan, was
delayed in order that Bulletin 4 could be rushed through. Now that this
has been accomplished, we can concentrate on the Sotanito report which
will be out this spring.
Sotano
Sot ario del Arroyo has temporarily reached the position of longest surveyed cave in Mexico. Of its more than 20, 000 ft of passageways (the
survey notes are not calculated), 95% is walking. The big push was
made this past Christmas by 25-30 cavers.
c a ve r s ,
With the connection of Sotano de Pichijumo with Sotanito de Montecillos,
This system now exceeds la,
l O, 000 ft and is the third longest surveyed
cave in the Sierra de El Abra.
During the year of 1971 the AMCS published 429 pages of speleological
information. Compare this with the record of any other publishing
organization for the year.
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• Date: Spring 1971
Destination: Cueva de Constantin
Location: NBR
Persons: Texas A&I Grotto
Reported by: Craig Bittinger
The spring of 1971 saw several weekend trips into the Monterrey
area by the Texas A&I Grotto in search of new caves. Driving through
the desert finally payed off when they reached the small town of Espinazo. The people there directed them to Cueva de Constantin in the
nearby Sierra de Garia.
Constantin was a local folk saint who was brought to this venerable position by his widely reputed healing powers. He is buried on a
small hill at the base of the mountains which contain Cueva de Constantin.
The grave overlooks the town of Espinazo and the folk saint is
believed to extend eternal vigilance over the city. After hiking the
most part of five desert miles from town, his grave is a welcome landmark to cavers. From Constantin's grave another cross marking the
cave entrance can be seen high on the mountainside. A scanty trail
connects the grave site and the cave. After crossing a small arroyo,
this trail steeply climbs to the small duckunder which forms the cave
entrance. The scenic view from the trail's end makes the arduous trek
more than worthwhile.
Immediately after sliding through the small entrance, the caver
can follow tthE:
h e left wall along the upper level or walk down a short talus
slope into the lower level. The cave is developed along the bedding
plane of steeply dipping strata. Es sentially it is one long, large room,
but because of the near 45 0 slope of the passage, it can be traversed
along the upper wall or through well-decorated galleries along the lower
wall. The two levels are connected by steep flowstone cascades. It is
possible to traverse the upper level, slide down the flowstone at the back
of the cave, and come out along the lower level. The cave is only 1000
feet long but its lar ge rooms are fairly complicated and fortunately
there has been very little vandalism by the local people. It is wellworth a weekend trip .

• Date: 20-29 May 1971
Destination: Pichijumo-Montecillos Cave System, Sotano de Venadito,
Puente de Dios
Location: SMO, Sierra de El Abra. SMO, Jalpan.
Persons: Craig Bittinger, Blake Harrison, Roy Jameson, Jan Lewis,
Neal Morris
Reported by: Neal Morris
Craig and I left for Mexico with Brad Hubbard who was going into
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the interior in search of adventure after he dropped us at Los Sabinos.
Blake Harrison and hi s VW Bus were only an hour ahead of us although
they had left Kingsville 3 days earlier. He lost a couple of days when
he had to repair a blown piston--coITlfortably
piston--comfortably at his girlfriend's house
in the Valley. At Los Sabinos there were a groady lot of cavers: our
truck, Blake's VW, several cars from
froITl PASS, and Dr. Mitchell, Elliott,
Rus sell, Wiley, and other s.
s.
The first day of caving, Craig and I joined Blake, Roy, and Jan
in checking leads in Sotanito de Montecillos, First we connected two
crawlways in the entrance passage. Then Craig and Roy tried to go
down a vampire
vaITlpire bat crawlway. They didn't get very far. The next
comedy
cOITledy act was Blake as he tried to lasso
las so a formation
forITlation and check a
high lead that didn't go. At this point we left Jan sitting alone for four
hours while we surveyed a new route to the lower level and checked
SOITle
some ITlore
more leads. She was glad to see us when we returned and surprised us with a ITlud
mud sculpture. Back at camp,
caITlp, we found Elliott and
Russell drinking beer and waiting for news of our discoveries.
The next ITlorning
morning we went down a thousand roads trying to find an
easy way to Sotano de Venadito.
Blake lost his ITluffler.
muffler. It's a long
hike to that cave but it's a fantastic system.
systeITl. Roy guided us with the
intention of ITlapping
mapping SOITle
some virgin lake pas sage in the lower level of the
cave. We first decided to see what we were up against and explore,
"We'll survey out", that's what we said. Many hours, ITluch
much swimming,
swiITlITling,
and about a ITlile
mile of virgin passage later, we determined
deterITlined it would take
another trip to finish the cave. I think we left two good leads unchecked
(good lead, ie the kind you run down for 500 feet and then remember
reITleITlber
that everyone else is 1000 feet away with no idea where you went. ).
Coming
COITling out was a pain, but it was nothing compared
cOITlpared to the hike back to
the VW in the early ITlorning
morning hours. Three times
tiITles we collapsed on the
trail and nearly went to sleep. Again Jan was very glad to see us, but
we showed her the snake we caught in the cave and she cooled off. To
celebrate we went to the Condesa and ate a late dinner.
To rest our bodies the next ITlorning,
morning, we went to 'I'arnu
TaITluln,
in, rode
the ferry and looked at the ruins. Then, since it was Sunday, we went
to Ventana Jaball and gave the San Marcos people a lightless tour. On
the way back to Valles, we were unable to resist stopping at Cueva de
Taninul n.
n , 4. Eventually we ended up back at the Montecillos-Pichijumo
Montecillos -PichijuITlo
System.
SysteITl. Craig and Roy dropped into Sotanito de Montecillos while Blake,
Jan, and I went to the end of the Arroyo and rappelled into Sotano de
Pichijumo.
PichijuITlo. Our aim
aiITl was to connect three siphons. Blake and I left Jan
sitting at one siphon and we went several hundred feet and looped around
to the other siphon which we thought connected to her siphon and also a
siphon in the other cave. Meanwhile, Roy, Craig, and two inner tubes
had gone down 2400 feet of lake pas sage to their siphon in the other cave
and started pounding on the wall. When we got to our side we found that
we could talk to Jan and see lights through what was previously a siphon.
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A long, dry period had lowered the water level so that there was almost
an inch of air space. Jan said that she could hear Roy and Craig five
minutes before we got there. So we pounded on the wall with a whale
tail. A few seconds later we were elated to hear sharp pounding from
Craig and Roy's rock hammer. We hammered and yelled back and
forth for about 30 minutes as we determined exactly where the siphon
was. Voices were too garbled and distant for communication. Blake
dove under the wall once, but it went down steeply and we decided it
was too hazardous to swim with no gear. The siphon probably isn't
longer than 30 feet and is awaiting the first team to make an entranceto-entrance traverse. Then Blake and I swam through the near siphon
to Jan and checked a lead in the 140 foot pit before leaving the cave.
When we got to the other entrance Craig and Roy were just getting off
rope and derigging. They had pushed the Vampire bat crawl for nearly
100 feet as the bats were out feeding. They said that crawling through
pools of liquid Vampire bat shit is extremely gross. They were forced
back by bad air, but said it goes and takes water. Someone needs to
push it. Back in Valles we went to Mitchell's rented house and bathed.
The next day we moved camp. First we bounced over to Nacimiento del RIO Huichihuayan
Hu i c hi hu a y an and went swimming. Then on to Xilitla
where we inspected a wierd house under construction. We finally
arrived at Ahuacatlan
Ahu acatl an and debated whether or not to go on to Merida.
It rained on us so we all crowded inside the VW and ate bread together.
It was delicious.
The sun rose and we bloomed down the trail for Puente de Dios,
a fantastic void where the RIO Jalpan goes underground. We mapped (ha)
it. There is no better place I can think of to go bouldering, tremendous
bouldering, boulders 38 feet high that we surveyed Over. Blake went
insane trying to sketch. Jan spent a hot day in the car and was happy to
see us return.
The next day our whole group started off on a two day backpacking
trip. We had the foolish idea of an overland survey from the upper
entrance to the lower entrance where the river emerges, mapping the
lower cave and thus determining the distance between the upper and
lower siphons. Too ambitious, but we did survey the lower cave. The
first day we went to the upper cave siphon in Puente de Dios where we
bolted 40 feet to a lead that didn It go. Coming down from the lead, a
bolt pulled out and I fell 20 feet before the belay caught me several
inches off the ground. There is now a carabiner hanging 24 feet up on
the back wall of Puente de Dios.
Dio s , Because it was close to dark when we
emerged, we surveyed up to the main trail from the entrance and
started hiking for the lower entrance in the rain. It was a beautiful
hike through a dreamlike valley, but Blake had not told us the entrance
was so distant and we soon decided that an overland survey was out for
this trip. We got to the lower entrance after dark and camped in the
cave. The lower cave is railroad tunnel size and sand floored. We got
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up the next morning and surveyed 8200 feet in 10 hours. Exhausted, we
hiked back through the valley and up the mountain to the car as it got
dark. So ended our cave explorations for this trip .

• Date: May 1971
Destination: SMO; Jalpan; Ahuacatlan
Ahuac at.l an area
Persons: Keith Heuss, Stanley Moerbe, Dale Pate, Mike Walsh,
Charlie Yates
Reported by: Mike Walsh
Once again we crossed the border with little difficulty. This time
the crossing was made at Matamoros. The trip to the cave was rather
uneventful. Our target area was the pass across from Sotanito de AhuacatIan.
catlan. While waiting for Terry Raines and his group to arrive we went
to visit and photograph Cueva de los Riscos and Cueva del Puente de
Dios.
The entire group except Charlie went on this excursion. Stanley
checked the small crawlway in Riscos.
Ri s c o s . Needless to say, it went nowhere. Keith took a series of photographs in Puente de Dios.
Dio s , While
there, Dale and Keith checked the large flowstone wall on the left side
of the big room. Passages led in several directions but none went very
far. We stopped at the pool just above the first large drop. Upon returning to Ahuacatlan
Ahuacatl an we found that Terry and his group had still not
arri ved. Dale, Stanley, and I started up the river bed toward the store
that night. We camped in the ruins nearby. The next morning we hiked
up to Ramirez's house to try to get a guide to the deep satano
s otano that we
had heard about. We tried several houses but were unable to find a
guide. We then returned to the store. About 1/2 hour later Charlie and
Keith arrived. We all took the trail that goes up just behind the store.
It was our intention to follow the ridge up the hill and through the pas s.
s.
Charlie and I took a left turn. The other s did not see us and went
straight up the hill. Once Charlie and I reached the crest we waited
for the other s.
s . As it later turned out, they went down the hill to the
river and then back up the hill toward the green trees. From there
they went over the hill and then through the village that Charlie and I
spent the night in. Feeling that they were gone forever, we went
through the pass. That night we were taken to two small pit entrances.
Early the next morning a local took us to what he called Satano
Sotano del
Coyote. After that we visited another small pit and then we went to a
larger one. Our guide then took us to Cueva de la Mesa. He said
that Cueva de Agua was only about 30 minutes away but we elected to
return to the village. Since Stanley had all of the rope we were not
able to enter any of the pits here.
While we were in the hills looking for the pits, the other group
pas sed through town. They took the valley that went to the left from

62

AMCS News

the village. Charlie and I decided to take the same trail. We must
have just missed them by about an hour Or so. We were taken to two
small pits on the right hand side of the hill. We then followed the valley
to where it dropped downward toward the river. At the small village
there we decided to take the trail to the left and not to go to the river
a thousand feet below. Dale, Stanley and Keith had taken the trail to
the river. Charlie and I were first taken to Satano
Sotano de Canoas.
Canoa s . I went
into the cave and was followed by a local. It was basically one large
room but had a pas sage leading downward. I followed it till it closed
off. The Mexican came
carne into the room and I circled around behind him.
When I yelled, he jumped.
We were then taken to another pit nearby. It sounded fairly deep
when we dropped rocks into it. On our way back to the village we were
taken to Satano
Sotano de Rincon. This was the best one that we had visited.
Its 10 foot by 8 foot entrance dropped free for an estimated 130 feet.
You could see a large room about 150 feet long and 50 feet wide at the
bottom. After we returned to the village we decided to go back to AhuacatIan
catlan.. Once we reached the river the hiking was easy. We ran into
the other group about halfway to the highway. Our entire group came
carne
out at a small town about 3 miles up the highway from Ahuacatlan.
Ahuac atl.an, The
group retreated to Tampico to recover from our mis-adventure.
mis -adventure. We
had not found the new 300 meter pit that was said to be near the village,
but we did find enough pits to check into on the next trip .

• Date: 15-20 May 1971
Destination: Ahuacatlan,
Ahuac atlan, Qto.
Location: SMa, Jalpan, Ahuacatlan.
Ahuac atl an.
Persons: Arthur Cleaves, Terry Raines, Craig Sainsott, Joe Simo,
Simo ,
Richard M. Smith
Reported by: Terry Raines
15-16 May
If you desire the details of our drive from Austin to Cd
Cd.,
Valles, read the last 50 trip reports ... it's all there. On the 16th we
drove from Cd
Cd., Valles to Ahuacatlan.
Ahuac atlan, With an altimeter we had borrowed, readings were taken at several prominent points between the
Huichihuayan
Hui chihuayan bridge and the Ahuacatlan bridge. Beginning at 363.160 m
(marked bridge abutment) we drove to over 1900 m, then descended to
1323 m (Ahuacatlan).
(Ahu ac atIan}. We camped in the dry bed of the R(o Jalpan near
town.
17 May
The objectives of our trip were to make a field reconnaissance in preparation for a preliminary geologic report on the area and
to photograph the entrance room of Sotanito de Ahuacatlan.
Ahuac atl.an. On this day
we began our investigations by driving west of Ahuacatlan approximate-
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ly 12 km to Agua del Cuervo. At this point we began working slowly
back towards town, attaining a basic understanding of the area geology
from our own personal observations and those of Kenneth Segerstrom,
which are published in USGS Bulletin 1104.
18 May
We completed the hike to the Sotanito entrance. The entrance
room photographing required the first half of the afternoon. The rest
of the day we hiked trails in the area. An area map was begun by
climbing through dense undergrowth to a nearby hilltop and taking azimuth sightings on surrounding landmarks.
19 May There are many caves and karst features in the area, and we
wished to record these on our map. Therefore, we devoted the 19th to
enlarg ing our area survey to include Satano
Sotano del Macho Rey, and several hills on to the northwest. The local relief in places is up to 250300 meters, making traversing from hill to hill time-consuming. During the day we familiarized ourselves with perhaps one square kilometer. That afternoon we hiked back down to the highway and camped.
20 May
Some of the best exposures near Ahuacatlan
Ahu ac at Ian are along the
highway. We had previously walked the cuts to the west, so this day
we concentrated our efforts to the east. Beginning at Puerto de las
Animas, we walked the 5 km back to Ahuacatlan,
Ahua c atl an, completing the section before dark. After a swim (bath) in the R(o Jalpan we drove back
to Austin .
• Date: June-August 1971
Location: SMa, Sierra de El Abra
Persons: see below
Reported by: Don Broussard
These are some of the pertinent things which were done while
helping John Fish in the Sierra de El Abra range near Cd. Valles,
June through August, 1971.
A stage recorder to measure lake level changes in Satano
Sotano de Soyate was installed 30ft above the water level in the 300 ft long, 60 ft
wide lake, in an 80 ft high room which is normally 781 ft below the entrance. (The first drop is 646 ft,
ft , second drop about 60 ft, and the
third is usually 30 ft to the water). The end of the lake below the recorder is 135 ft deep. The center of the lake is 175 ft deep. On a trip
in September to rewind the recorder and replace the graph paper,
Steve Bittinger found the recorder full of water. The water level
seems to rise quite a bit during times of heavy rain.
Three green snakes (4 ft each) and a fer-de-lance (3 ft) were
found swimming in the lake in Satano
Sotano de Jos where a second water level
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recorder had been installed. This lake is 200 vertical ft and 1300 horizontal ft from the entrance, which is in the bottom of an arroyo. The
snakes must have been washed in when the arroyo ran, but were alive
and quite healthy when found.
After mapping about 1500 more ft in Satano
Sotano de Tinaja (to the right,
past the cable ladder drop) we found only one small lead remaining to
be checked and mapped. A clay crawlway was followed for about 200 ft
to a small room, 10 x 20 x 8 ft high, with the crawlway continuing out
the other side.
Near the small village of Alcomunga, way up in the mountains to
the east of the road between Tehuacan
Tehuac an and Teotitlan,
T'e otit.Ian, in the state of Oaxaca, John had heard of a cave which had a river flowing into it. From
aerial photos he estimated 25 sq miles of drainage feeding the river,
which sinks at a contact between two limestone formations. We drove
four hours toward the first town, rode a Carta Blanca truck the remaining 6 hours, thenthe next day walked 6 hours to the second small
village of Alcomunga. About 300 ft along the horizontal entrance passage, a mud and tree-filled sump was encountered. The stream
flowed beneath the mud. The sump completely blocked further progress on our part.
There are many sinks in the immediate area, and aerial photos
indicate other leads in the general area. But good caver-locals relations need to be maintained. The people of the first town told us that
those of the second were bad people. ("Son mala gente. No hablan espaiiol
panol., Mataron!
Mata.r on! II) and we almost could not get guides to show us to Alcomunga.
cornunga, But once there we found the people curious rather than hostile, and had no problems obtaining permission from the presidente .
• Date: 6-20 August 1971
Destination: Mexico
Persons: Pam Alton, Sandra Bills, Craig and Steven Bittinger, Don
Broussard, Jim Clements, Paul Duncan, T. C. Ferret, John
Fish, Blake Harrison, David Honea, David and Dan Johnson,
Clark Lillie, John Mikels, Dottie Morris, Neal Morris,
Craig Sainsott, and Mike Walsh
Reported by: T. C. Ferret
Two vehicles left Kingsville the Friday of the 6th. Clark Lillie,
Sandra Bills, Craig Bittinger, Pam Alton, and Neal Morris in the Batmobile and Blake Harrison, Dottie Morris, Craig Sainsott, and Paul
Duncan in the Harrison bus. Somewhere near the border, we lost each
other.
The Harrison bus dropped Dottie at her house in the Valley and
after waiting for the Batmobile to show up at John Mikels I house in
Mission, they drove to Laredo and crossed into Mexico, where they
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camped at Ojo de Agua.
Meanwhile the Batmobile had meandered to Reynosa looking for
the Harrison bus. Leaving Reynosa, we took the wrong road and ended
up in Monterrey. Leaving Monterrey, we took the wrong road and went
through Cerralvo, headed for Mier on the border. On the map we noticed a shortcut from General Trevino to Sabinas Hidalgo (Map legend
called it "other roads "). For getting that it had been raining for two
weeks, we took it. It was a good paved road until we came
carne to a bridge
with a flooding river washing over it. After determining that only 3
ft of water wouldn't wash us away, we slowly made our way across,
with water rushing under the doors, and while Mexicans on both sides
of the river cheered and placed bets on our survival. Once across into
the town of Paras, we woke up the girls and told them they could stop
worrying. They were unimpressed. At Paras the pavement ended. It
was dawn and we had been driving for 12 hours. After going down every gully in town, an old lady directed us to the other road which headed into the desert. It was half water holes and mud and half washed
away. It wasn't long before we found ourselves sliding sideways into
trees and getting stuck in long lakes which covered the road, but nothing could stop us.
Meanwhile, the Harrison bus had given up hope of our arrival in
Sabinas, so they drove to Bustamante Canyon and investigated several
springs in the canyon wall and went swimming in the river.
Back on the other road, the Batmobile was struggling for traction. Soon we met a pickup truck. We asked the Mexican driver if we
were on the right road to Sabinas Hidalgo. He never would answer us.
He just kept laughing, pointing at our tires, and repeating the cryptic
words, "un pocito, un pocito". Then he drove away and we saw the
chains on his tires. Soon we came
carne to a small village; upon asking if
this was the right road to Sabinas everyone ran away laughing and hid.
Still we drove on, pushing the truck through numerous mudholes. Then
we came
carne to an intersection and asked a little old man directions to Sabbinas.
ina s , All he could do was point and mumble !IBad
"Bad road, bad road".
All we could see ahead was a mile of rutted three-foot deep mud with
10 ft banks on either side ready to plunge an unfortunate truck into several feet of water. Clark raced the engine, spun the tires, and we
plunged into an ocean of mud from a sea of mud. 50 feet later we were
stuck. The old man was still standing in the same place staring in disbelief. With everyone pushing, an hour later we had gone almost a
mile when we sank into an incredible mire. We sat down in the muck
exhausted, when we saw two oxen coming
corning down the road. Since a local
Mexican had told us it was only two miles to pavement, it wasn't long
before we had two oxen and an ox cart chained to the front bumper.
Two straightened carabiners and two strained oxen later, we reached
the pavement. Soon we were to Ojo de Agua, had a flat tire, cleaned
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the mud off everything, put on clean clothes, and started off in search
of the Harrison bus again. At Villaldama the bridge was out. We
soon were stuck on a detour. It took 24 Mexicans (two families) and a
truck to pull us out of a ditch. Finally in Bustamante we caught up with
the other group. They didn't believe a word of our story. Together
once again, our two vehicles went into Bustamante canyon, looked at
some springs, and camped for the night. Unfortunately we had to cancel plans to climb La Candela.
Early Sunday morning Blake and Craig Sainsott started up the
canyon wall in an attempt to traverse the canyon rim. We had to return home, but first we drove out the other end of the canyon sightseeing, where we noticed a tire going flat. Without a spare, we turned
around and started racing back through the canyon for town, but we
bottomed out in a dip and ripped the gas tank off,
of£. We jumped off the
truck, and ran back to the gas tank in time to save several gallons of
gas. The rest had leaked out numerous holes and filled the dip with
several inches of gasoline. After tossing a match and watching 30 ft
flames, we rigged a siphon from the gas pump to a gallon jug and drove
back to Villaldama and fixed our two flats, then to Sabinas Hidalgo,
where we got a 5 gallon can for our siphon hookup. Then we put Craig
and Paul on the bus for Valles. Before going home, we went to the
park, went swimming, rode horses, and Pam sprained her ankle when
she fell out of a tree.
Meanwhile, Craig Sainsott and Blake had discovered that the can0
yon rim was a knife edge with a 200 ft drop on one side and a 60 slope
on the other and a home for rattlesnakes. After straddling the rim for
awhile they turned back. Then they started for home. About 30 miles
out of Sabinas, Blake's bus started making funny noises and the green
oil light came on. Immediately Blake stopped (finally). Since it was
after dark, they lined oil cans along the highway and decided they would
have to hitchhike home.
Meanwhile the Batmobile left the park and headed for Laredo. At
every gas station we would stop and fill up our five-gallon gas tank.
We couldn't believe it when we passed Blake's bus broken down by the
road. Blake and Craig couldn't believe it either. To get both vehicles
back to Laredo, we siphoned Blake's gas into 5 gallon cans and towed
the bus behind the Batmobile. At customs, we carried Pamie and set
her on the table with a sprained ankle, and then we carried our gas
tank and set it on the table. They told us to go on through. At Hebronville we hassled some border cops for directions and gasoline. Finally
at 5 a. m.
rn , Monday morning we arrived in Kingsville and Craig and
Blake hitched on to San Marcos.
Meanwhile, Craig and Paul arrived in Valles at 6 a. m.
rn, and found
nine cavers sprawled over the floor of John Fish's hotel room. It was
a day of rest in Valles and the Fish expedition, which had been studying
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the geology of the El Abra all summer,
SUITlITler, went to the ITlovies.
movies.
Tuesday they pushed Sotano de los Monos with drops of 464, 180,
15, 15, 15, 15, and 77 ft. Total vertical extent of the cave is approxiITlately
mately 950 ft, but it is still going. John Fish, Don Broussard, and
Dave Honea ITlade
made up one ITlapping
mapping team,
teaITl, while Craig and Steven Bittinger and Paul Duncan ITlade
made up another team.
teaITl.
Wednesday was a day of rest and Thursday they rewound the
stage recorder in Sotano de Jos. Friday Craig, Steven, Paul, Don and
John did Soyate and wound its stage recorder. Then they went to the waterfalls at Micos to wash rope. Saturday was another day of rest, with
the group going swimming at NaciITliento
Nacimiento del Rlo Choy, where they took
water samples.
saITlples.
Meanwhile Blake Harrison was towing his bus back to San Marcos.
Meanwhile Jim
JiITl Clements,
CleITlents, Neal Morris, and Pam
PaITl Alton left Kingsville
Saturday evening and camped
caITlped at Ojo de Agua on their way to check a
lead in Bustamante
BustaITlante canyon. That same
saITle evening a tremendous
treITlendous storm
storITl
hit Bustamante
BustaITlante canyon, and Sunday ITlorning
morning the Clements
CleITlents van came
along to find the road destroyed by numerous
nUITlerous landslides and great washouts. The parts of the road left now had streams flowing down them.
theITl.
We were the first people into the area as we hiked through the destruction and ITlarveled
marveled at the thousands of waterfalls which now tumbled
tUITlbled
down the canyon walls; the river was flooding above its banks. We alITlost
most backpacked into the area to check our lead, but decided we had
best be getting down to Valles. After SOITle
some ITlinor
minor car trouble and a
tow into Villaldama,
VillaldaITla, we drove all day.
Meanwhile the group in Valles went up to the Xilitla area and did
Sotano
Sot ano de la Joya. John Fish and Paul Duncan went to Mexico City to
return a van loaned to the expedition by Mexico. Late Sunday night our
group arrived in Valles and crashed in the overcrowded hotel room
with people from
froITl PASS and UT.
Monday ITlorning
morning John Mikels, David and Dan Johnson, Craig Bittinger, Pam
PaITl Alton, Jim Clements, and Neal Morris went to the Montecillos system.
systeITl. An overland survey failed to produce any evidence of
another entrance. Davi d and Dan, Jim
JiITl and Neal did Pichijumo
PichijuITlo on a
hand line, took photographs of the cave, and checked the siphon. The
evening was spent studying aerial photographs.
Tuesday ITlorning
morning John Fish and Steven Bittinger left for the U. S.
S.
and the rest of our group went on a long hike into the chapel area of the
El Abra with a Mexican guide. In the 50's there was an air crash
which killed several people and injured fifty in the El Abra. To evacuate the inju red, the Mexicans built a road to the crash. Later a chapel was built to lTIark
mark the site of the crash. In this same
saITle area there
are numerous large depres sions that John Fish plans to explore this
Christmas.
ChristITlas. The trail hasn't been used in over ten years
year s and our guide
becaITle
became lost after many hours of chopping, and we turned back.
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Meanwhile that same day, Mike Walsh and Blake Harrison came
through Valles headed for the Jalpan area to check their roadlogs for
the upcoming SWTG Mexican caving publication.
Wednesday we drove to Mante and went swimming at the nacimiento. Then we went over to the East face of the El Abra over some
very bad roads to the Nacimiento de Santa Clara and went swimming
again. An incredibly bad night was spen t camped at the base of the
range.
Thur sday we spent 12 hours chopping a trail up the mountain in
preparation for an assault on the Caldera this Thanksgiving. We
chopped all day, came down at night, and tried to drive out the bad
roads in the dark, whereupon we hit a 500 lb rock and broke the right
tie rod. We were so exhausted that we spent the night sleeping in the
ruts of the muddy road.
Friday morning Craig, Paul, and Jim started walking to Mante.
They were fortunate enough to hitch a ride with a wealthy local Mexican who took them to Mance, helped them buy the parts we needed,
picked up a mechanic and drove them all out to our immobile van. The
mechanic replaced the tie rod and then the Mexican escorted us back to
Mant e and got us a discount on the car parts. Then he refused to accept payment for his services and drove away. From there we headed
home, arriving in Kingsville early Saturday morning .

• Date: 7-10 August 1971
Destination: Sotano
Sotario de los Monos
Location; Sierra de El Abra, S. L. P.
Persons: Don Broussard, Steven Bittinger, Craig Bittinger, Paul Duncan, John Fish, David Honea, Ann Honea, Bill Russell,
Carol Russell
Reported by: Dave Honea
Sotano
Sot ario de los Monos is a large pit located about 5 miles east of
Highway 85 on the crest of the Sierra de El Abra Range. A one-hour
hike up the western face on a large woodcutters' trail brings one to the
pit. Immediately adjoining the pit and with a window into the main
shaft is a small cave containing various petroglyphs of probable Huastecan Indian origin. The main pit is a large shaft about 75 ft in diameter with an entrance drop of 464 ft at the rigging point. On the fir st
trip to the pit in the sum mer of 1970, Don Broussard went to the bottom. of the entrance drop, made a sketch map and noted a pos sible lead
in a room to the side of the shaft.
In April, 1971, Don Broussard, Robert Handford, Dave Honea,
Roy Jameson, Frank Binney and Ernie Garza visited the pit to map the
cave and to determine if the lead was passable. Only Robert and Roy
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were able to enter, due to excessive fraying of the Samson rope used.
With the aid of the entrance rope they were able to climb up 15 ft On a
wall in the adjoining room, then descend a 15 ft drop to a small passage.
After about 25 ft,
ft , it was found that the narrow passage was effectively
blocked by a formation. Just past the column was a pit, in which rocks
bounced for about 5 seconds.
Carrying a rock hammer and extra rope, Don Broussard, Steven
Bittinger, John Fish and Dave Honea returned August 8, 1971 to follow
the lead. While work was in progress in the pit, Ann Honea and Carol
Rus
Ru s sell were taking notes and sketches of the petroglyphs (Ed. note:
Very good sketches of the petroglyphs, and photographs, were made by
David McKenzie on the summer 1970 trip. ) and William Russell was
searching for more leads in the area. After about 1 1/2 hours of chipping, the column was removed sufficiently to allow passage and a bolt
was set at the top of the fir st 15 ft drop for rigging. The pit immediately past the formation proved to be 180 ft with a ledge 48 ft off the
floor.
A window in the 15 ft diameter room at the bottom leads directly
to a 30 ft drop, followed immediately by several small climbs and finally to two 12 ft pitches requiring handlines. This brings one to approximately -700 ft.
One finds oneself in a narrow, dirt-floored room with two passages taking off. One soon ends and the other continues as a dirtfloored crawl which opens up to approximately 500-1000 ft of chimney,
climbing, and passage which drops about 100 to 125 ft. This passage
leads to a wetter section of the cave where a downstream passage
branches off and the upstream pas sage ends after a couple of hundred
ft. The downstream passage goes directly to an unclimbable 15 ft
drop into another passage. Having no more rope, exploration was
halted, and the pit left rigged for our return.
That night we were joined in Valles by Craig Bittinger and Paul
Duncan and plans were laid for pushing the pit. After a day's rest
and leaving the girls in Valles, we returned August 10 to push the pit
and map as much as pos sible, while Bill Rus sell took the train to Micos to check fish cave leads.
As it requires about 2 hours to reach the pit from Valles, we
got up about 5 a. m.
rn , Aug 10, much to the displeasure of some. After
a hearty breakfast and a fast trip, we reached the cave about 9 a. m.
rn ,
The road was quite slippery due to the summer rains. Descending as
rapidly as possible, the group split up to cover both passages. Steven,
Craig and Paul took the upstream passage and began mapping out. Don,
David and John rigged the downstream pit. An upstream passage soon
pinches down to an unexplored crawl and the downstream passage continues as a scoured floor to a sump pool. However, a lead above the
pool continues as a narrow fis sure into a small room. From this room

70

AMCS News

a very narrow fis sure leads to a 77 ft drop. Don descended the drop
with the one set of vertical gear present at this point.
Another passage leads away at the bottom to a point some 200 ft
from the drop where it pinches down to a window about 10 inches x 16
inches, half covered by water but continuing beyond. Having no extra
carbide and a sputtering lamp, Don halted at this point and we started
mapping out. This level is at about -900 ft.
After mapping to the intersection of the first 15 ft drop and the
800 it level, we then passed the other mapping crew working in that
pas sage and went to the -700 foot level to begin mapping the drops to
the entrance, and carry out extra rope. Work progressed smoothly
and the second team reached the entrance drop level as Don and David
were just out of the entrance to the surface. While John came out, a
re-survey of the bottom of the entrance was made and all the rope tied
to the entrance rope. After Craig, Paul, and Steve prusiked out, the
rope was hauled up and coiled with great rapidity inspired by large
rain clouds and lightning. A hurried hike down the mountain and a
quick packing of the car ensued as the first drops fell. About halfway
out the rain became very heavy, making the road quite slippery. We
finally reached Valles about 1: 30 a. m.
m , and sacked out .

• Date: 15 August 1971
Destination: Grutas de San Sebastian (de los Fustes), Municipio de
Sola de Vega, Oaxaca
Location: Sierra Madre del Sur
Persons: Ann and David Honea, Bill and Carol Russell
Reported by: Bill Rus sell
Grutas de San Sebastian (de los Fustes) is located south of the
city of Oaxaca to the west of the Puerto Escondido highway, at the edge
of an apparently large limestone outcrop. To reach the cave, drive
south from Oaxaca for 83 km to the small village of El Vado, where the
road crosses the RIO San Sebastian. Here turn right on the gravel road
that follows the river upstream. At Km 10 from the highway there is a
forestry department checkpoint, and at Km 11
11 a turnoff leads a short
distance to the village of San Sebastian (de los Fustes). Just before
Km 12 the road crosses the river on a small bridge and just past the
bridge a road through the fields leads right to the source of the river,
a large spring surrounded by cypress trees. From the spring (Nacimiento) the lower entrance to the cave can be reached by a short trail
leading west and up the mountain for about 300 m.
rn , The upper entrance
to the cave is a large sinkhole easily visible about 300 m to the right of
the road past Km 13, as the road climbs into the pine covered limestone
uplands.
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The lower entrance to the cave was originally a small dome that
intersected the surface at the apparent end of a large passage, but a
short tunnel has been dug to provide access to the cave. From the
tunnel the passage slopes gently downward for a horizontal distance of
about 200 m to a "pit
" p it'T" leading down to the river level. The section of
TTT is a well decorated passage from 25 to 40 ft high
ITpit T
cave before the 'Tpit
and 15 to 30 ft wide. There appears to be a passage at the level of the
stream about 30 feet below the main pas sage, but the pas sage was not
entered due to lack of equipment. Beyond the "pit
'Tpit "'T is a large, dry room
about 200 ft long and 150 ft wide and 50 ft high. A 25-30 ft high passage
continues from this room over large piles of breakdown for about 200 m
to where it is necessary to climb up to a slightly higher level, where the
passage appeared to continue. Time forced exploration to end here.
The upper entrance of the cave is reached from the large, dry room via
Tlpit")
a passage along the left side (after passing the "p
it "] of this room and
then to a low pas sage with a trench dug in the floor to provide clearance. This low passage opens into the side of the large room at the
base of the upper entrance sink. This room is about 200 ft across and
300 £t long, and 100 ft high, and slopes steeply upward to the left over
breakdown to the base of the surface sink. Near the bottom of the room
is a large formation topped with a precariously placed cross.
This would be a good area for research, as the road to the cave
is easily pas sable by pickup and could probably be negotiated with care
by an older car. The apparent horizontal control of cave development
would seem to indicate extensive shallow phreatic development at two
different, well-defined base levels. This condition could result in a
large horizontal system.

• Date: 16-21 August 1971
Destination: Ahuacatlan,
Ahuac atlan, Qto.
Location: SMO, Jalpan, Ahuacatlan
Ahuac at Lan
Persons: Blake Harrison, Keith Heuss, Dale Pate, Mike Walsh,
Charles Yeates
Reported by: Dale Pate
With a few hassles at the border we arrived at Cd,
Cd. Valles about
noon and ate lunch. From there we headed to Ahuacatlan,
Ahuac atl.an, our destination, and by the next morning we were backpacking into the mountains.
Blake, Keith, and Mike headed up the mountain to check out a small cave
located in the Macho Rey dolina.
dol ina , Charlie and I headed west over the
two main passes to Rancho de Derramadero. The next morning we all
met at the Rancho. Blake I s group had found two sotanos
s ot.ano s that looked
promising, while Charlie and I hiked all day.
After meeting we split up and Mike and I checked three pits (the
deepest being about 120 ft), while Blake, Keith, and Charlie checked
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several small sotanos
s otano s also. We compared notes and none of the caves
were very good, so we decided to head back to the highway. The next
day found us in Ahuacatlan
Ahua c atl an and headed back to the states via Valle de
los Fantasmos, S. L. P., and the mining district of Real de Catorce.
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VERTICAL

TECHNIQUES:
Ha i r

Removal

In the course of vertical caving one will eventually encounter a
situation where someone gets their hair caught in a rack or break bars.
The simplest solution to this problem is to eliminate it before it occur s
by advising everyone to tuck their hair under their hardhat. However,
when someone's hair does get caught in their rack a problem immediately arises: How is the hair to be removed? A bottom belay should
be applied to prevent the rack from getting any closer to the person's
head. At this point a decision should be made as to the importance of
the involved hair. If it is of minimal importance then the person should
pull out a pocket knife and cut his hair free from the rack then rappel
on down. However, if the hair is of major importance and worth a lot
of trouble, then the rappeller can save his hair.
If the person is strong enough he can do a one-handed pullup, thus
getting the tension off the rack and allowing an opprotunity to extricate
the hair with the other hand. Unfortunately, this solution is impractical
for most cavers and therefore a more involved technique must be used.
An experienced caver could follow the steps listed below.
1. Bottom belay
2. Attach foot Jumar to rope below rack
3. Attach another Jumar to seat sling with strap allowing it to be
attached over the rack
4. Stand in foot Jumar and slide up top Jumar thus transfering the
person's weight from the rack to the Jumar
5. Free entangled hair
6. Stand up, unclip top Jumar, put weight back on rack, unclip
bottom Jumar
7. Rappel On down
This method has been used previously and works because the play in the
rack's carabiner from vertical to horizontal allows the tension to be
transfered from the rack to the top Jumar.
JUITlar. Any similar
siITlilar system
systeITl which
allows the removal
reITloval of the person's weight from
froITl the rack would probably
work equally well.
Unfortunately, this ITlethod
method is generally not applicable to beginner s
who ITlight
might panic or otherwise need assistance. In a case such as this
another rope should be rigged adjacent and an experienced caver should
descend and help the person to free his hair. If another rope is not available a caver on the bottoITl
bottom could climb
cliITlb up below the person whose hair is
caught and rig them up to extricate themselves.
theITlselves. This solution, however,
involves another problem because there shouldn't be any tension below the
rack once the person's weight is on the top Jumar.
JUITlar. This means that the
second caver should climb around the first and have his weight above the
stranded person during this phase.
Removing
ReITloving hair from a rack is difficult but can be done if a person
truly values his hair. To reinterate, the whole problem can be avoided
if a caver r S hair is out of the way during the entire rappel. Don It get
caught.
Craig Bittinger

LA

GR UTA

DE

ACCIDENT

CARRIZAL

REPORT

Thursday morning, 25 November - Friday morning, 26 November 1971:
groups from Dallas, Houston, San Angelo, and Lubbock, Texas arrive in the
Bustamante, Nuevo Leon area of Mexico and make camp in Bustamante
Canyon. Much of Thursday is spent in riding motorcycles through the area
and it is decided to visit nearby Gr uta de Carrizal on Friday.
Friday, 26
26 November 1971
1:30 pm
2:30 pm

3:00 pm

3:05 pm
3: 10 pm

3: 15 pm

3:20 pm
3:45 pm

4:30 pm

9:00 pm

The various groups arrive at the cave. Some enter and go to the
Bano
Bafio Caliente (warm water) siphon (see maps) •
Jon Everage (Houston---leader of the Houston group) makes several unsuccessful attempts to swim through the siphon. On the
third or fourth try, he fails to reappear immediately. Ronnie
Fieseler, Bill Elliott, et aI,
a l , watching the action, become concerned and send for a rope. Everage returns after about 15 minutes.
It is noted at this time that the water is up slightly, and thus the
siphon is considerably longer than usual. Everage reported that
on his final attempt, he had first come up in an air pocket before
finall y reaching the air filled room on the other side of the si phon.
Chris Cleveland enterR
e nt e r s the water and disappears into the siphon.
His intent to enter the siphon was apparently not clear to those
watching from the bank.
The rope arrives.
Bruce Stone ties into the rope with a bowline. Phil, a Houston boy
is to belay Bruce. Signals are arranged---l tug on the rope will
indicate trouble, and two tugs will mean that all is well. Apparently,
no one comments that the signals are reversed according to common
practice. Bruce then enters the siphon.
Several tugs are reported felt on the rope as the last of approximately
a 50 foot length is paid out, Shortly, the rope goes slack and is
pulled back. Thoughts at this time are that all is well.
Elliott and Fieseler leave the cave, Remainder of the Houston
group keeps watch at the siphon.
Everage, concerned at the long absence (no time had been established for the length of any of the stays beyond the siphon) enters the
siphon again.
Everage returns and reports that there is no evidence that either
Chris or Bruce ever made it through the siphon (no tracks on mud
floor, etc.), Meanwhile, the remainder of the group not suspecting
that anything is amiss leaves the area and returns to camp in
Bustamante Canyon.
The group camped in Bustamante Canyon becomes concerned and
starts to return to the cave only to immediately meet a group of the
Houston people coming to get them. The Houston people had been
lost 2-3 hours en route. Everage and others had stayed at the siphon
with lights hoping to guide the boys back, The group divides, some
remaining at camp and others returning to the cave,
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The group arrives at the cave and enters. There has still been no
sign of the boys. A short conference is held in the cave and continued outside. The decision is made to call for help. At this point,
approximately 8 hours have passed since Chris entered the siphon.
Two people are left to keep watch at the siphon.

Saturday, 27 November 1971
12:05 am
12:15 am
12:45 am

2:30 am

2:45 am
3:00 am

3: 15 am
3:25 am

3:40 am
3:45 am
4:00 am

4: 15 am
4:20 am
4:30 am

4:35 am

Arrive Bustamante. No people are about. No phone avaliable.
ava.Ii.ab Le,
Arrive Villaldama. No
No people are about. No phone avaliable.
ava.Hab le ,
Arrive Sabinas Hidalgo. Find telephone at Bus Station. Calls:
American consul, Nuevo La
Laredc(no
r e dd no answer), American consul,
Monterrey (no answer), American Embassy, Mexico City (no
answer---the operator explains that although they have a special
night phone, "They never answer the night phone. II)'
"), Luther
Bundrant (Texas Speleological Association Rescue Coordinator),
San Antonio, Texas (no answer).
Contact Carl Kunath in San Angelo, Texas and partially explain
problem. Request that Kunath locate cave divers and try to get
them there as soon as possible. Plan is for some to return to the
cave, some to be posted at Bustamante-Candela turnoff, and some
to remain by the phone in Sabinas Hidalgo.
Kunath calls Bundrant.
Bundr ant , No answer.
Kunath calls Rane Curl, Ann Arbor Michigan. Curl is current NSS
president and past NSS Safety Chairman. Obtain names and
addresses of several people and organizations that might help.
Kunath Calls Kenneth Laidlaw, Berkeley, California. Laidlaw is
current NSS Safety Chairman. No answer.
Kunath calls Southern Arizona Rescue Association, Tucson, Arizona.
Most of their divers are elsewhere, but they will try to locate and
will call back.
Kunath calls Bundrant.
Bundr ant , No answer.
Kunath calls John McLean, Albuquerque, New Mexico. John is not
a diver but will call around and return the call.
McLean calls Kunath. Had located only one diver and he did not feel
qualified to lead such a rescue.
Kunath calls James Storey, Atlanta, Georgia. No
No answer. Storey
is active in cave diving.
Kunath calls Norman Robinson, Austin, Texas. No answer. Robinson
has done some cave diving.
Kunath calls George Yeary, Dallas, Texas. Yeary had done some
cave diving, but said that his gear was not in condition. He could
not help and didn't know anyone that could. Meanwhile, all but two
of the group have returned to Bustamante Canyon from Sabinas
Hidalgo. The group divides, some remaining at camp, others camping at the highway intersection leading to the cave, and still others
returning to the cave.
Kunath calls Tommy Phillips, Austin, Texas. Reaches wrong Tommy
Phillips and can get no other number. Tommy is an experienced
cave diver.

vv.. III no. 4

4:40 am
alTI
4:45 am
alTI

5:00 am
alTI

5: 10 am
alTI

5:15
alTI
5: 15 am
5:18
alTI
5: 18 am
5:35 am
alTI

6:00
6: 00 am
alTI

6: 10 am
alTI
6:20 am
alTI

6:30
6: 30 am
alTI
8:00
8: 00 am
alTI

8:05 am
alTI

8:10
8: 10 am
alTI
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Kunath calls National Cave Diving Association, Miami, Florida.
No answer.
Kunath calls Donna Mroczkowski, St. Louis, Missouri. Reaches
wrong party, gets correct number and talks to Mroczkowski who
says she knows several cave divers. She will check around and
return call.
Arizona Rescue Association calls Kunath. Says one diver has
gone caving in Grand Canyon, another diver is diving near Guaymas,
Mexico. They will keep trying and will return call.
Conway Christensen, Kirkwood, Missouri calls Kunath after having
been contacted by Mroczkowski. Christensen says he can get a
group of divers together quickly. Kunath tells him he will try to
arrange transport for him and will call back.
Kunath calls Goodfellow Air Force Base, San Angelo, Texas. Talks
to duty officer.
Kunath is switched to Randolph Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas.
Explains situation again.
Kunath is patched through to Scott Air Force Base, St. Louis. Explains situation again, emphasises
elTIphasises need for quick action, and listens
as the buck is passed all the way to Washington, D. C. Many people
come on the line to ask questions. Most want to know if help is
needed for military personnel. Only the party at Randolph expresses
any concern over the situation.
Kunath is told by official in Washington that Air Force will not provide
transport so long as there are commercial flights available.
Kunath obtains phone numbers of U. S. Senators from Texas.
Conway Christensen calls Kunath. Says he thinks he can get a
National Guard plane to fly them as the National Guard had previously
assured him
hilTI that they would provide this service in case of emergency.
Christensen says that they will need official confirmation of the
emergency
eITlergency and is given Bill Elliott's name
naITle and his location and
phone number in Sabinas Hidalgo.
Mroczkowski calls Kunath wanting to know situation. Is told.
Christensen calls Kunath. Says National Guard will not provide a
flight, but that Eastern Airlines will. Says that the Sheriff of Webb
County, Texas will send someone to talk to Elloitt in order to confirm the emergency and that they will be in the air soon after the
confirmation
confirlTIation is received by Eastern Airlines.
Kunath calls Elliott. Tells him that the Christensen group will be
on the way soon and that Elliott should stand by in order to provide
information
inforITlation to the local Jefe, At this time Kunath learns that Everage
had been through the siphon the second time and had seen no traces
of the boys. Elliott and Kunath agree that there is little chance for
the boys to be found alive. At this time, over 16 hours have passed
since the first boy entered the siphon.
Chief of Rural Police in Sabinas Hidalgo talks to Elliott who explains
and asks for assistance with U. S. Customs for the St. Louis group.
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8:25 am

9:00 am
9:30 am

9:45 am

9:50 am

10: 30 am

10:55 am
11:00 am
1l:25 am
1l:30 am
12:05 pm

1:00 pm

1: 10 pm
1:30
1 :30 pm
2:00 pm
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Bill Elliott and Ronnie Fieseler go to the Sabinas Hidalgo Police
station and call the American consul who tells them to call the
American consel in Nuevo Laredo. The American consul in Nuevo
Laredo, Lee Cotterman, says he will try to assist at the border.
Elliott and Fieseler return to the Bus Station.
Chief Deputy Sheriff of Webb County, Texas(Laredo, Texas) calls
Elliott and says that he has a local rescue team lined up. He says
"They been in all them caves." Elliott questions the prudence of
this since he has never heard of the group, but can do nothing to
stop their coming.
corning.
Elliott calls Kunath and passes on the news of the Laredo group.
Kunath has no knowledge of the group and shares Elliott's feelings
about them. Both agree that the St. Louis group is still needed.
Kunath calls Christensen and tells him of the Laredo group. Kunath
says that the St. Louis group is still needed and says that no one
has yet been by to get confirmation from Elliott. (It is uncertain
if either the W ebb
eb~ County Deputy Sheriff or the Sabinas Hidalgo
Policeman was doing this.)
Jerry Lindsey, leader of the Laredo group calls Elliott. Elliott
is somewhat reassured after this conversation. Lindsey says that
they will be on the way in 20 minutes. ( The Laredo group had some
trouble obtaining air, eventually putting out a call on the local
radio station and leaving with only three bottles.)
Elliott returns to the Police Station to arrange for transport of the
bodies in the event this is necessary.
Fieseler takes the bus to Laredo, hoping to meet the St. Louis
group at the border and guide them to the cave.
Elliott returns to the Bus Station.
Arizona Rescue calls Kunath. They have located one man and are
continuing the search for others. Will continue checking in.
Fieseler's bus breaks down near the 20 K checkpoint (Aduana).
Fieseler walks to checkpoint. His papers show that he has taken a
vehicle into Mexico and the Officials will not let him through the
checkpoint without it. Fieseler finally talks them into calling
Cotterman. No answer. Next, they call the assistant consul in
Nuevo Laredo, a Mr. Gardner. Gardner had not even heard of
the accident and said he would call back.
David Keeper, father of one of the Houston boys, calls Elliott requesting details of the situation. Elliott tells him most of the
story. (It is not known at this time how Mr. Keeper was able to
obtain Elliott's location, or even how he heard of the accident.)
ac c ide ntv ]
Elliott leaves for the cave. Stops in Bustamante and sends others
to stand by the phone in Sabinas Hidalgo.
Fieseler is permitted to pass through the checkpoint after Gardner
calls and talks to the officials. Fieseler hitches ride to Laredo.
Christensen calls Kunath. Says that Eastern Airlines flight has
been confirmed. St. Louis group will leave at 4: 30 pm and fly to
Corpus Christi, Texas. A helicopter will take them directly to
the cave the following morning.
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2: 10
10 pm

3:00 pm

3: 10
10 pm
3: 15 pm

4:10 pm
5:00 pm
5: 15
15 pm

5:50 pm

6:25 pm
6:45 pm
7:00 pm

8:40 pm
8:45 pm
9:00 pm
10: 15 pm
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Kunath calls Bus Station in Sabinas Hidalgo, but Elliott has left.
Meanwhile, Fieseler has reached the Laredo/Nuevo Laredo
border and met the Laredo group. Fieseler gives them the complete story and they leave. Fieseler calls Cotterman and tells him
the latest. Cotterman says we may not need the St. Louis group
now and requests that Fieseler call them and discuss the situation.
Fieseler calls Christensen but the line is busy. Fieseler calls
Kunath and explains the situation. Both Fieseler and Kunath agree
that the St. Louis group should still come as the Laredo group is
not known to be competent and even so, they may need assistance.
Fieseler calls Cotterman again and learns that Cotterman has just
been talking to St. Louis group ( thus the busy phone when Fieseler
called), and has cancelled them (cancelled their flight through
Eastern Airlines). Cotterman maintains that the Laredo people
can handle it and still doesn't seem to understand exactly what is
involved in a situation such as this. Meanwhile Louise Power
(Houston) has just heard a small news spot about a caving accident
in Mexico involving Houston boys and calls Kunath to see what he
knows. She is told the full story.
Elliott arrives at the cave with the news that two rescue teams are
on the way.
Christensen calls Kunath with the news that Cotterman has just
cancelled their flight. Both are thoroughly disgusted with Cotterman's
actions, and fear that a worse emergency may be in the making.
Power calls Kunath requesting news. Nothing new.
Laredo team arrives at the cave.
Laredo team enters the cave and establishes a line through the
siphon. No sign of the missing boys. At this time, 26
26 hours have
passed since the first boy entered the siphon.
Blair Pittman (Houston Chronicle photographer and caver) calls
requesting news. Is told bare facts. Names of missing boys are
withheld.
Fieseler leaves on train for Candela, Coahuila ( a few miles from
the cave).
Power calls Kunath requesting news. Nothing new.
Laredo team ends diving for the day, having made a second dive
searching deep and to the left. One of the boys' flashlights was
found but the water became too murky (visi bility less than 1 foot)
to continue diving. At this point, the divers were short of air and
expressed doubts as to their ability to carryon with the rescue.
Houston Chronicle calls Kunath for news. Is given nothing.
Laredo divers go to Bustamante to eat. They are looking forward
to the arrival of a second team.
Fieseler arrives Candela with the news that the St. Louis group is
not coming. Morale reaches all time low at this point.
Houston Post calls Kunath (It is not known how they obtained his
number and the caller refused to give any information as to his
sources). Post had correct names of the boys and wanted confirmation which was not given.
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11:15 pm
1l:20 pm
11:30 pm

Houston Chronicle calls Kunath for news. Is given nothing new.
Power Calls Kunath requesting news. Nothing is new.
Divers return to camp at the cave and all retire for the night.

Sunday, 28 November 1971
2:30
2: 30 am
7:30 am
8:30 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

12:30 pm

12:40 pm

12:55 pm

1:00 pm
2:00 pm
2:10 pm
2:15 pm

2:25 pm
2:30 pm
4:30 pm

5:00 pm
5:30 pm
7:10 pm

Members of group stationed in Sabinas Hidalgo return to the cave.
Laredo divers re-enter the cave and enter the siphon again.
Bodies of the two boys are located near the ceiling about 40-50 feet
from the entrance to the siphon. (41 hours have pa
passed.)
s s ed , ]
Word is passed to those waiting outside the cave and they enter to
assist in removing the bodies.
All bodies and equipment out of the cave.
Some take bodies to Candela to complete necessary paper work
while others return to Bustamante Canyon to organize remainder
of Houston group and prepare to leave.
Group arriving in Bustamante Canyon finds group there in mass
confusion and seemingly unconcerned about recent events. Their
vehicle has a broken axle and must be abandoned.
Power calls Kunath with the news that both Houston papers have
printed the names of the boys in some rather inaccurate stories.
She has been in contact with the parents of both boys.
Power calls Kunath with the news that both boys are dead. She
was informed by the parents of one of the boys who had just been
notified.
Entire group leaves Bustamante area. Kunath calls Christensen
and cancels with thanks. Kunath calls Arizona Rescue. No Answer.
Group stops in Sabinas Hidalgo to pack the bodies in ice.
Kunath calls Arizona Rescue. No answer.
Elliott calls Cotterman. No answer. Calls Gardner (Assistant
consul, Nuevo Laredo) and requests police escort to border and
assistance in clearing US Customs. Gardner is still uninformed
and is noncommital and unconcerned about the whole affair. After
several lengthy pauses on Gardner's part, Elliott hangs up in disgust.
Group leaves for Laredo.
Houston Post calls Kunath for details. Are told they can have the
complete and accurate story as soon as he knows it.
Group reaches the border. No escort has been provided and
Gardner has not so much as called to tell U. S. Customs the group
was on the way.
Group clears Customs.
Ambulance arrives to take bodies to local funeral home.
Kunath calls Arizona Rescue and cancels with thanks. Total
elapsed time between group entering the cave and clearing U. S.
Customs: 52 hours.
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COMMENT
Siphon diving in itself is dangerous. The Carrizal siphon is especially
treacherous in that it is not a simple tube that one can follow blindly. To reach
the air-filled room one must stay to the right. At low water stages, it is
about 10-15 feet horizontal distance to the other side. When the water is only
a little higher, the length of the siphon is greatly increased. At the time of
this incident, the water was up perhaps a foot, but the siphon was about 25
25 feet
long. To reach the other side, one must dive at least 10 feet deep and follow
the ceiling. The water on the right side is about 15
15 feet deep. To the left, the
floor drops off to at least 40 feet deep and there are several small air pockets
in the ceiling. The bodies were found to the left, 40-50 feet from the entrance
to the siphon. Stone's body was floating against the ceiling. Cleveland's body
was within 15 feet of Stone's and was neutral in the water. See maps below •

......

SKETCH MAPS-BANO CALIENTE
GRUTA DE CARRIZAL
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ERRORS DIRECTLY CONTRffiUTING TO THE ACCIDENT
1) The group from Houston we-.s
we-.s large and inadequately supervised. Everage
was responsible for 14 people. They were also ill-equipped and inexperienced
and were entirely too casual about going to Mexico, more so about caving in
Mexico.

2) Everage, group leader of the Houston group, set a poor example in diving
the siphon without taking the slightest safety precautions.
3) Cleveland, a near novice caver, attempted the same feat as Everage.
Everage said that he did not know Cleveland was in the water or of his
intentions and that at the time he was dressing on the bank with his back
turned.
4) Stone, a complete novice on his first caving trip, was allowed to enter the
siphon, his intentions perfectly clear. A rope was used, but was entrusted to
a completely inexperienced belayman, and the signals which were arranged were
backward. Again, no time limit was discussed for their proposed venture.
5) So far as can be determined, at no time was either of the boys instructed as
the the physical nature of the siphon, nor did they inquire.

PROBLEMS COMPLICATING THE RESCUE EFFORT
1) Few cavers go to Mexico with adequate contingency plans in case of an
emergency. After the incident, the Houston group was helpless and could have
done little to organize a rescue. Luckily, some of the non-Houston group spoke
Spanish and knew what to do.

2)

Communication problems.
a) The accident was in Mexico, but Americans were needed to help.
b) This was a major holiday weekend for Americans. Many of the people
who might have been able to help were unavaliable, being involved in
various holiday trips themselves(this was only the second time in 8
years that Kunath had been home
horne during Thanksgiving).
c) A lack of information about who might be qualified to help, and the
absence of any back-up numbers for some key people (Laidlaw, Florida
Rescue, Bundrant, etc) who might have been able to help.

3) The help received from the American Government was worse than useless.
The American Embassy in Mexico City has an emergency phone, but no one would
answer it. After wasting an hour of Kunath's time, the Air Force refused to fly
the St. Louis divers, even to Laredo, so long as any commercial transport was
avaliable.
ava.l.iab le , The American consul in Nuevo Laredo (Lee Cotterman) cancelled the
St. Louis diver's flight when the Laredo divers were contacted-- -this could have
been a serious mistake should help have been needed. Once the bodies were recovered, the assistant consul in Nuevo Laredo (Gardner) was contacted and asked
to provide a police escort to Nuevo Laredo and through the heavy holiday traffic.
He was also requested to assist the group in clearing U.
U. S. Customs. He did
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nothing. The man appears to have been either stupid or drunk---he asked rediculous questions, repeated himself many times, and lapsed into lengthy
silences. In short, the Air Force is unsympathetic and the American officials
in Mexico are inept political fixtures. It is obvious that we need to find someone in the government with responsibility and the initiative to help in situations
like this one.
4) The simple fact that cave divers were needed. It is hard enough to find
people who are qualified to make the "standard" cave rescue [i
(ie.
e , search a
horizontal cave for a lost or injured person and evacuate if necessary), let
alone try to find people qualified to perform a "pit" rescue, but when you need
cave qualified divers, you narrow the list to a precious few. Local Sheriffs,
Jefes, etc. are apt to think that anyone with an aqualung can do the job, while
this is very seldom true. It was extremely fortunate that the Laredo group was
avaliable and able to help---no one knew they existed. When we were told that
'I They been in all them caves",
we cringed. What if they had been incompetent?
The tragedy could easily have grown larger. As it was the situation was none
too secure. However, the Laredo divers were very competent, cautious, and
they did a good job. They were: Jerry Lindsey, Dennis DeKneff, Manuel de la
Fuente, Dario Gutierrez, Bill Ashe, and Dave Worthington (the last two did the
actual diving).

Some may ask why Fieseler and Elliott, supposedly competent cavers, sat
on the bank of the siphon and watched the whole thing without stopping them.
Elliott says:
I have only a weak excuse to make. From almost the very moment
we arrived in Bustamante Canyon on Thursday, we noticed how irresponsible many of the Houston group were. Some of them took a shovel
from Vinson's truck and after using it, left it lying some distance away.
I gave the ones who did this a verbal lashing, but it seemed to just
bounce off. On the way to Carrizal the following day, most of us rode
our motorcycles and put our ice chests in Fieseler 's truck, which he
allowed the Houston kids to drive to the cave. They passed us on the
road at high speed, tossing out empty beer cans, some of them hanging
on top or out the back. When we arrived at the cave, we discovered
that nearly all of two six-packs had been consumed by members of the group.
Again, I gave them a tongue lashing, with the result that a few of them
shrugged their shoulders and one of them returned two beers. I was
already convinced that any warning to most of this group was futile.
When I got to the siphon, Everage was already trying to dive the siphon.
What could be said to him the supposed leader of the group?
I have learned my lesson. Speaking for myself, if I ever become
entangled with a group like this again, I will try to leave before something happens. From now on, when someone I am with does something
stupid in a cave, I will physically restrain them if necessary, no matter
who they are or what I think about them. I went through hell for two
days because of someone else's stupidity, and I got what I deserved for
remaining silent.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
1) Cavers should stay out of the Bustamante-Carrizal
Busta:mante-Carrizal area for some
so:me time
ti:me to
come.
co:me. Some
So:me will disagree, but we feel it is best to avoid any possible friction
with the local people in the immediate
i:m:mediate future.
2) Any group that goes caving in Mexico should have some
so:me :me:mbers
members who are
fluent in Spanish and who have some
so:me idea of Mexican politics and customs.
custo:ms.
3) If you are ever in a situation such as this, try to handle things as :much
much
through private channels as possible. You will of course have to notify local
Mexican officials. You will risk being thrown in jail if you do or if you don't.
Don't expect the Mexicans to be too :much
much help, but they can help by cutting
"red tape." We were lucky that this happened in Coahuila and Nuevo Leon.
The Police Chief in Sabinas Hidalgo and the Presidente in Candela were very
cooperative---it would probably have been a different story in a state such
as Oaxaca where there has been considerable friction with the local people.
4) The AMCS should now begin collecting telephone numbers
nu:mbers of all it's :me:mbers
members
and of all the competent
co:mpetent cave divers and rescue teams
tea:ms who could help with future
accidents. We had best assume
assu:me that there will be future accidents. For :many
many
years, AMCS cavers have been saying that a serious caving accident in Mexico
was inevitable, but :most
most thought it would be a pit accident. A pit accident would
have probably been an easier situation than this one. Everyone is urged to
send the names
na:mes and phone numbers
nu:mbers of competent
co:mpetent rescuers so that a list :may
may be
compiled
co:mpiled and distributed to all concerned persons. This list should be up-dated
as often as possible and should be carried on all caving trips, whether to
Mexico or not.
CONCLUSION
Both boys were probably dead within :minutes
minutes of entering the siphon though
other unlikely possibilities exist. Having no knowledge of the physical characteristics of the siphon, they continued straight or to the left rather than keeping to
the right along the ceiling. Thus, they found no air -filled room-roo:m- - -only water.
Prompt
Pro:mpt action, even to the extent of having diving equipment
equip:ment immediately
i:m:mediately at
hand, would have been to no avail. Nevertheless, it is chilling to realize that
in a situation where pro:mpt
prompt action :might
might save a life, that life would be jeopardized by apathy, ineptness, and bureaucratic "red tape"on the part of the AmerA:merican Government
Govern:ment and certain of it's representatives in Mexico.

7 December
Dece:mber 1971
ck: Carl Kunath, Bill Elliott, Ronnie Fieseler, Jon Vinson
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The following stories appeared on the UPI teletype Saturday:
SABINAS HIDALGO, MEXICO-- A SEARCH IS UNDERWAY IN MEXICO
ABOUT 70 MILES SOUTH OF THE TEXAS BORDER FOR TWO HOUSTON
YOUTHS WHO ENTERED A CAVE YESTERDAY AND FAILED TO REAPPEAR.
THE UNIDENTIFIED YOUTHS DISAPPEARED IN A CAVE NEAR SABINAS
HIDALGO, MEXICO- - WHICH IS 70 MILES SOUTH OF LAREDO, TEXAS.
THE YOUTHS ARE BELIEVED TO BE AN 18 YEAR OLD HIGH SCHOOL
BOY AND A 20 YEAR OLD RICE UNIVERSITY STUDENT.

TWO HOUSTON AREA YOUTHS•• MISSING (FEARED DEAD) IN SABINAS
HIDALGO MEXICO•••
AUTHORITIES NEAR THE BORDER REPORT THE PAIR ENTERED A
CAVE AND FAILED TO REAPPEAR •• THE CAVE ABOUT 70 MILES
SOUTH OF LAREDO, TEXAS.
THE UNIDENTIFIED YOUTHS DESCRIBED BY AUTHORITIES ONLY
AS AN 18 YEAR OLD HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH AND A 20 YEAR OLD
RICE UNIVERSITY STUDENT.
The source for both of
of these stories appears to have been the American
consul in Nuevo Laredo and/or the Sheriff's office of
of Webb County, Texas.
B lair Pittman edited
the article at the right.
This is the best of
of any
that either of
of the
Houston papers printed.

**. *
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2Houston Youths
Disappear Into

Cave in Mexico
Two Houston youths
youths dIsapdIsappeared Into
peared
Into a eave In northern
Mexico Saturday, and a
search party was
was attempting
to
to rescue tnem.
The
The youths 'Were identified
as Chris Cleveland, 18,
18, a
fresbman at Rice Uhiversity
fresbman
and the 90D of Mr.
Mr. and Mrs.
Robert M.
Robert
M. Cleveland of 58S9
Ettrick, and
and Bruce Slone, 1',
whose loc:al addresS was
was lIot
determined.
'lbe eId«' Qeveland lI8ld biI
son
son went to J4alco Wednesday on
on a ea~orinl expeexpe-

state about &0 mileI west of
of
the
the city
city of SabJDas H1daJ1o.
'lbe eave,
eave, In the base (If a
mountain, has
has been explored
and mapped
mapped by Texas
Texas eave

buHs. It has two sipllalw.
sipllalw. or
or
areas where the
the eeUID, of. .
cave lowers below water.
A man identified as
as WJDIaJD
BI1JDtt telepllmed
telepllmed the . . .
offIee in Laredo
Laredo from SlIbiDu
Hidalgo to 1Mltify theIII of tile
Hidalgo

dilappearanee of the yOlItIIL
The
The sheriff's off1ae . .
patclJed a team
patclJed
team of rescutl'8
from Laredo. 'lbey 1n!re Gdition.
On Saturday,
Saturday, the lberifrs peeted to arrive at the eave
but 0 wom
Saturday Dight, but
office in Laredo was
was tlOtified Saturday
had bela.. reeelvecl
reeelvecl of their
their
that two . . . had mtered a had
cave
cave about
about • mDes south of JlI'OIl'III earIr today.
Laredo near
near the vIDIp of
C1eftland Is a graduate'..
Bustamante In Nuevo Lem1 Westbury HIgh SChooL
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Houston teens lost in cave
By Bn.r.
nn.r. FTRWW

PIIlIt
PIIlIt Jbopnrt~r
Jbopnrt~r
Re.-~cup
Re.-~cup
pffort~
pffort~
continuer!
Silturday night for two HousFrid~y "hill' exton boys IO~f Friday
cave in Mexiro.
ploring ail cilve
The bov~
bovs were
were identified hv
The
the American
A~prican Consul i~
Nupvo L;;rpdo
Nuevo
Laredo i1S Bruce Slone
,.nd
and Chris
Chris Cleveland. both in
their late
lilte teens. They were
were
group of young- spelun~peillnwith a group

kf>r~ from Houston who were
kf>r~
spending- the Thanksgiving
spendingne~r
holidays roaming caves near
Sabinas
Sa binas Hidalgo about 80
80
miles south of LarPdo.
Larsdo,
A member of the party told
r~latives this story:
relatives
While exploring- a ('ave
cave that
has
has different levels.
level~. one of
the boys dived into some
~ome water. hoping to surface in ancave.
other room of the cave.

When the boy did not return. the second boy tied a
rope a round his waist and
dived In also. The
The group
group
thought the second diver signaled
them with his rope
nalPd to thpm
rope
that he had rpached
reached the other
side. He apparently
app~rpntly untiPd
untied the
rope. and it was pulled bark.
baf'k.
Another man
man then swam
through to the npxt
next room hut
thp hovs.
hoy~.
found no trace of the
There wa. rpnortprllv a

number of Americans
largp numhf'r
pxplol'ing caves
cave~ in thl' area.
and they jomed
joinpd in the
thp search
~I'arch
for the missing boys,
hoys, who.e
whose
imrneitddrpssps wpre not immediittely
diately availahle.
available.
A Wphb
Webb County shl'riff's
~aid a resdeplltv
deputy in [,an'do
Laredo said
cue
toarn from St. Louis anr!
and
Cllf' 1""m
'1'1'('1',,1 skin divers
diver~ "nd
and sppspsIllnkors
were
Iunkr-rs from Larpdo
Laredo were
eldled in to hplp
help with the
~P{1ITh.

THE HOUSTON POST
MONOA Y. NOVEMBER 2'.
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Bodies of 2 Houston boys
By SUSAN KENT
KENT CAUDILL
Post Rfoporler
The bodies of two Houston
boys, victims of a Mexican
cave exploring mishap, were
were
about 9
found by searchers about
a.m. Sunday in a cave south

of Laredo in the state of
Nuevo Leon.
17, a Bellaire
Bruce
Bruce Stone,
Stone, 17,
High School student, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Stone
of 2811 Conway, and
and Chris O.
Cleveland, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert M. Cleveland of

5839

Ettrick, apparently
drowned in a water-filled tunnel inside the cave.
A party of about 20
20 Houston
spelunkers started out for the
range of Mexican caves near
Candela and
and Sabinas Hidalgo
late Wednesday.

The expedition and the rescue team crossed the bordl!!"
I n to Laredo late
Iste Sunday
bringing the two bodies.
bodies.
The rescuers, largely memmembers of the Laredo SpeleoloSpeleol()gical Society,
Society, pieced the story
gical

•

found In Mexico cave
Houston cavers
of the other Houston
tog-ether this way.
One of the
the boys, Cleveland,
dived
dived into a water-filled tunor siphon
siphon without a rope
rope
nel or
or
an
or a light shortly after an
adult leader had
had successfully
sucCE68fully
also
done the same thing, also

rope 01' scuba gear
without a rope
late Friday nIght.
When Cleveland did
did not return Stone went in after him
with a rope
rope tied
tied around his
waist. The rope weat .lack
and was
was pullPd
pulled back
back empty.
The first boy plunged in

fully clothed in Vietnam combat boots, a relCller IBid.
The boys apparently mi8lled
the turn of the tunnel
tunnel ending
re&In an alr-fUled chamber, rescuen 1IIl1d.
Both bodies were found on
the tunnel floor
floor about
about 50 feet
the

from the entrance to the sip)).
on.
Jerry Lindsey,
Lindtiey, a member of
th. rescue team, said no exexperienced IIptlunker would 1'0
1'0
Into the
the siphon without
without a
PI_ !lee Crews/page IA
IA
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Crews find bodies
of 2 drowned hoys
in Mexican cave
Continued from
from page 1

rope, light and preferably
scuba gear.
01 the
Cleveland. a member 01
Rice University Speleological
Speleological
Society. had several months
c a v i n g experience, Miss
Louise Power. a society offiofficer. said. "He had a cool
wa.~ learning very
head and was
rapidly." she said.
Stone, an Ex p lor I'I' r Boy
Scout. had no caving experience. his father
father said in
Houston
Houston Sunday.
The expedition apparently
had no sponsor although several members of the Rice
eral
club went on the trip.
Stone said his son went on
the expedition as part of a
spelunking program associ43
ated with
with Explorer
Explorer Post 43
and the Central Presbyterian
Church.
"This
"This was Bruce's first
trip. He's always been interWe
ested in things like this. We
it was quite
didn't realize it
such an expedition,..
expedition, .. Stone
said.
Stone said his son was an
Eagle Scout and in excellent
physical condition.
condition.
About 9 members of the
About
Explorer Troop and its leader
Explorer
went on the Mexico expedition, Stone said.
Dennis De Kneel, a member
ber of the Laredo SpeleologicSpeleological Society who
iwho helped coord
coordi-

nate
nate the rescue attempt. said
the bodies
bodies were found
found in a
VI' called ..El Carriza I...
I. ..
ca VI'
Lindsey, who
Lindsey,
who was with the
rescue
rescue team at the cave. said
A i I'I' man 1st Class Dave
Worthington and Sgt.
Worthington
Sl(t. Bill
Ashe. both from the Laredo
Ashe.
Air Force Base, recovered
the bodies with
with scuba gear.
gear.
The men were also members
of the Laredo caving society.
Lindsey said the siphon can
caver
be treacherous if the c.av"r
foldoes not keep to the right following the wall into the open
lowing
cavity.
A wronl(
wronz turn m!'ans
means an almost endless water-filled tunnel. he s!lid.
which has never
said, which
bf'{'n charted.
charted.
"If you are l(oing
l(oing to
to go
go in,
ytJu
VI' somebody
somebody on
you should ha VI'
lifeline outside the water,"
a lifeline
Lindsey said.
Veteran spelunker De Kneef
said the cave where the boys
drowned "is
"is a fairly easy
cave to
to go
go in.
"But
"But there are water traps
all over the place. Still. it's
!Ill
not
not especially dangerous. No
one has ever been killed in
that cave that I know of.
of.
"If you don't know
know where
you wander
the siphon goes. you
around under water until you
anymore...
can't breathe anymore
." De
Kneef explained.
wer!' taken
tak!'n to
The bodies were
the Jackson Funeral Home in
Laredo.

Monday, November 2~, 19i1
19i1

Hous'm:-,;
nousrox CHRONICLE
Section
Sectien 4,
4, Page !l

Bodies of Two Cave
Victims Are Returned
A plane today returned from
Laredo the bodies of speleolog18, and
ists Chris Cleveland, 18,
17, who
who drowned
Bruce Stone. 17,
in a northern Mexico cave
while exploring.
Cleveland, son of Mr. and
M. Cleveland,
Mrs. Robert
Robert M.
5839 Ettrick, disappeared Friday when he dived into water
encountered in El Carrizal

cave
cave near Sabinas Hidalgo in
Nuevo Laredo state.
Young Stone plunged in to
try to find Cleveland and failed
to come up.
Eight cave explorers recovered
ered the bodies Sunday.
Cleveland was a freshman at
School and an
Bellaire High School
Explorer Scout.
They were with a party of
15
15 cave explorers who
who left
Houston last Wednesday to explore the cave, located between Laredo and l\1onterrey,
Monterrey,
Mexico.
The cave. at the base of a
mountain, had been explored
before.
The explorers found
found a new
spring in the cave where the
spring
ceiling dips below the water.
It was to investigate this find
that
that Cleveland plunged into
the water, friends
friends said.
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The following story was realeased to the San Angelo Standard Times
Monday afternoon 29 November 1971 by Kunath, Elliott, and Vinson, but
was never printed.

Friday 26 November 1971, about 4:00 pm, Chris Cleveland 18, and
Bruce Stone 17, both of Houston, Texas and both inexperienced cavers
drowned while attempting to swim through an underwater passage about
25 feet long in order to reach another room in a cave about 80 miles South
of Laredo, Texas.
A rescue attempt was begun within an hour when both boys failed to
return and it was decided that experienced cave divers would be required
to reach them. The party reached a phone about midnight Friday, and
after several attempts to reach the American consels in Nuevo Laredo,
Monterrey and Mexico City met with no success, they (Elliott, et all
telephoned a caver in Texas (Kunath) and asked him to contact some cave
divers. Finally, a team of divers from Laredo, Texas, led by Jerry
Lindsey, was located and arrived at the scene by car about 5:00 pm
Saturday. Two initial dives were unsuccessful due to murky water. The
rescue attempts resumed Sunday morning and the bodies were recovered
about 9:00 am Sunday.
Both boys were members of a larger group of cavers from Houston,
Dallas, San Angelo, and Lubbock who were in the area for the Thanksgiving
holidays.

